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| would like to start my report by first recognizing the hard work
and dedication of Donald Larman, Past-President, POAO. When |
was serving as Vice-President, Don was a tremendous mentor in
his role as President and provided invaluable support and
guidance. | am very excited about serving the membership and
Executive Board in the capacity of President and would like to
thank Don for his continued support, guidance and assistance. |
hope during my tenor to continue to promote the professionalism
and advocacy of POAO and to help raise the profile of the
association.

It has been a very busy and productive first few months in this
position and | am very excited to announce that POAO has been
invited to speak at the upcoming 33rd Annual American Probation
and Parole Association Training Institute, Las Vegas, Nevada,

from August3-6, 200 8. The presentation,
Learned and New Directions: Probation Officers in partnership
with Victims in the Criminal Processo wildl speak to

Criminal Process, Perceptions and Experiences of Criminal Justice Professionals: Increasing the
Effectiveness of Community-Based Sanctions and Promoting the Interests of Victims and how POAO is
working in collaboration with Ministry and community partners in realizing some of the
recommendations of the research project. This is an extremely prestigious event for POAO to be
presenting at and will offer an opportunity to further promote our organization and the quality work we
do as Probation Officers and Probation and Parole Officers. Further, our Vice-President is diligently
working with the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services (MCSCS) in creating a
pamphlet to be distributed to victims at court and other justice agencies to help clarify and explain the
role of Probation and Parole Officers in working with victims of crime. The pamphlet, part of the
recommendations of the research project, is moving towards the piloting stage. We will be seeking the
same partnership and initiative with the Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) to be
discussed at our upcoming meeting with ADM Gilbert Tayles.

POAO is pleased to announce May 4 to May 10, 2008 a
year POAO is presenting the theme of AProbation Off
Di fference in Our Communi t i &esommunicaBoaostshppoMinglPOsveéek i es h a
and to highlight the hard work and dedication of Probation Officers and Probation and Parole Officers

across the province. | would encourage everyone to take time to enjoy some wonderful spring weather

and the various PO-week activities planned within your areas.

POAO is excited to announce MCSCS funding of 200 delegates and MCYS funding of 100 delegates to
attend Symposium 2008. This year the 54th Annual Symposium is being hosted by Midwest Branch
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and is taking place at the Sheraton Fallsview Hotel and Conference Centre, located in Niagara Falls,

from November2-5, 2008. The theme for Symposium 2008 is f
I would like to thank MCSCS and MCYS for their continued support of Symposium and encourage

members to attend. This is going to be a wonderful event that provides an opportunity for training,

renewal of friendships and to meet other officers from across the province.

Due to concerns raised by members in relation to adequately and appropriately incorporating Gladue
Principles into Pre-Sentence Reports (PSR) communications were directed to former Acting ADM Kevin
Cowie and ADM Tayles to ask for clarification, better direction and training on this topic. We will be
following up this matter with both respective Ministries at our quarterly meetings. POAO is also
investigating concerns brought forth by members in relation to the duties of Probation Officers in
respect to section 76 of the Youth Criminal Justice Act. As always, should any member have a concern
please do not hesitate to contact myself or any Executive Board Member.

POAO will be speaking at MCSCS06 Eastern Regional Co
held during PO-week and will have a membership/merchandise booth at both events. This provides an
opportunity for POAO to address members and non-members during a week aimed at recognizing the

hard work we do as front-line staff and to further advance the interests and professionalism of the

association. This was a great opportunity sought out by the Board to again further promote the

association!

Finally, the Executive Board have been busy in fostering avenues to raise the overall profile of POAO
and the Board is moving forward with a wide range of endeavours from presenting at academic and
community conferences, updating our website and sponsoring professional development days to be
held by each Branch in the forthcoming months. | would like to thank the Board and Branch Chairs for
their continued commitment to POAO and support of the association!

I would like to wish members an enjoyable and safe spring and hopefully will get a chance to touch
base during the various PO-week activities!

Sincerely,

Erin Olesen-Schinke
President
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